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Study Species and Sampling Design
Acropora tenuis is a common Indo-Pacific branching coral species frequently found at both inshore and offshore reefs of the Great Barrier Reef (GBR). Three A. tenuis colonies were collected from Davies Reef in the GBR lagoon (-18.789067, 147 .733951) at a depth of 4 -6 m. Coral colonies were maintained in 1000 l indoor flow-through holding tanks (27°C, salinity 35.8 ± 0.03 PSU, 12h light:dark photoperiod at ~200 µmol photons m -1 s ) laboratory conditions. Each fish was tagged with an individual fluorescent marker by subcutaneous injection of an elastomer dye with an insulin needle and were left to recover for one week 1 . Fish were randomly assigned to experimental tanks (n = 10 per tank) and were fed once per day with 4 mg of crushed INVE 5/8 enriched food per fish 1 and also had access to the Artemia nauplii provided to the corals. Food was also added to the treatment without fish so that corals were exposed to the same food regime.
Water quality parameters
Figure S1, related to Table 1 
Experimental system
The flow-through coal delivery system was based on that described in Flores et al. 2 : Eheim GmbH, Germany)
that suctioned coal at the stock tank base and delivered it via PVC pipe back to the top of the stock tank, thus maintaining coal particles in suspension (Fig. S3 ). 
